
Conflict, instability, and environmental shocks and 

stressors are resulting in record numbers of people 

on the move. As part of its global mandate on mo-

bility and migration, IOM's Transition and Recovery 

Division (TRD) oversees programming to support 

states and populations to prevent displacement and 

other migration crises and to progress towards 

solutions for recovery and resilience. In doing so, 

transition and recovery programming applies devel-

opment-principled approaches specifically adapted 

to fragile and crisis contexts working across the 

humanitarian-development-peace nexus. TRD's 

multi-sectoral interventions complement IOM's life-

saving assistance activities, building on humanitarian 

gains to ensure an effective transition to recovery 

and sustainable development. 

Addressing drivers of displacement is central to achieving durable solutions. Left unaddressed, recovery processes are undermined and 

unsustainable, resulting in situations of protracted displacement and fragility. Timely investments to reduce risks and prevent escalation 

into crisis can reduce human suffering and foster the conditions for positive peace development. Programming requires robust context 

analysis and flexible activities that look beyond the immediate impact on targeted populations to medium- and longer-term objectives. 
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While highly context specific in its interventions, IOM has developed a set of core principles that underpin its transition and  

recovery engagements globally to ensure effectiveness, sustainability and accountability.  

TRD works to establish foundations for durable solutions 

through return, relocation, and local integration in accord-

ance with relevant frameworks, principle among these be-

ing the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Frame-

work on Durable Solutions for Internally Displaced Persons 

and IOM’s Progressive Resolution of Displacement Situa-

tions (PRDS). While the IASC Framework states that the 

sustainable resolution of displacement is achieved when 

displaced populations no longer have specific assistance and 

protection needs that are linked to their displacement and 

such persons can enjoy their human rights without discrimi-

nation resulting from their displacement, IOM’s PRDS 

adopts a broader, more inclusive approach which integrates 

mobility dimensions towards progressively resolving dis-

placement situations, recognizing that complex crises have 

created protracted displacement situations that defy 

achievement of durable solutions as currently understood. 
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IOM’s programming and inter-agency collaboration has continued to 

operationalize the HDPN by supporting communities’ recovery, 

building resilience, and contributing to stability and peace. Given the 

broad range of expertise in recovery, community stabilization and 

other peacebuilding approaches, and its strong field presence in fragile 

and transition states, TRD is uniquely positioned to contribute to 

strengthening the links between humanitarian, development and peace 

interventions. IOM’s approach to community stabilization is viewed as 

a particularly  effective enabler of the HDPN, as it supports 

populations’ transition out of emergencies and crises into durable 

solutions and more predictable situations where development can take 

hold. In addition, improving stability can reduce the risk of new or re-

occurring conflict and displacement. 
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This area of work provides support to Member States to pre-

vent new and reduce existing disaster and climate risk, in line 
with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. IOM’s 

DRR programming works in crisis and post-crisis environments 
to prevent or reduce disaster displacement, and to strengthen 
resilience by incorporating “build-back-better” measures in re-

covery and reconstruction. Underpinned by broad multi-
stakeholder engagement, specific areas of work include multi-
hazard risk assessments, community-based disaster risk manage-

ment, early warning, government capacity-building, policy and 
strategy, risk information, environmental protection, planned 

relocation and livelihood support. Furthermore, IOM works to 
strengthen capacities of various stakeholders to ensure migrants’ 
and diaspora communities’ inclusion in and contribution to DRR 

planning and programming. IOM is co-chairing with UNDP the 
Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative (CADRI), which is a 
global partnership that works towards the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals by providing countries with 
capacity development services in disaster risk reduction and cli-

mate change adaptation. 

 

This thematic area aims to provide a foundation for displaced persons to transition away from immediate humanitarian needs towards 

recovery and the resumption of normality. Early recovery encompasses a breadth of programming in crisis-affected contexts, including 

those that contribute to durable solutions, economic recovery and restoration of livelihoods, equitable  

access to basic services, inclusive governance, and social cohesion, thus also advancing policy and advocacy efforts for these thematic areas. 

Programming may also include a range of supporting activities for understanding and resolving the causes of displacement, including re-

search, strategy and policy development and verification of progress. 

Restoration of HLP rights plays a prominent role in reconciliation, peacebuilding and reconstruction efforts for countries in transition.  

Areas of IOM’s expertise includes the resolution of land and property disputes; increasing and protecting access to land and land tenure 

security for vulnerable populations in rural and urban settings; reinforcing land management institutions and mechanisms; supporting com-

munity or State-driven land titling and land rights identification; resolving land and property issues in shelter and/or camp programmes; and 

addressing housing issues in the context of displacement caused by climate change and planned relocations. Further, IOM is committed to 

sensitizing international and national actors to the centrality of land issues in post-conflict and post-disaster environments. IOM provides 

policy guidance, expert advice, and technical assistance to resolving issues relevant for restoring HLP rights, including, but not limited to, 

restitution. 

IOM provides assistance to victims of human rights violations as a result of conflict, communal violence, organized persecution or  

systematic exploitation, often resulting in displacement and increased vulnerability. The eligibility of the beneficiary is based on public 

recognition of the perpetrated human rights violations on individual or collective basis. The type and volume of assistance is determined 

on the basis of the victim's vulnerability profile, protection, reintegration, social inclusion and recovery needs. Reparations programming 

encompasses technical support to governments and local and international stakeholders in order to promote locally sensitive programme 

design and the transparent delivery of reparations measures; assisting in developing transformative and victim-centered restorative justice 

policies; supporting the design and implementation of consultative mechanisms; assessing and strengthening institutional capacities to im-

plement transitional justice mechanisms; building administrative capacity for handling large numbers of claims; and general development of 

efficient remedy models (financial compensation payments, provision of in-kind benefits, access to healthcare services, and implementation 

of symbolic reparations). 

IOM provides support to governments as part of their efforts to expand the access of migrant communities to democratic  

electoral processes in their countries or territories of origin. The strengthening of democratic institutions through the promotion of na-

tional and local elections is a fundamental component of democracy, human rights, conflict prevention, and community stabilization. With-

in this framework, IOM focuses its activities on providing access to voting to the diaspora, supporting punctual logistic and administrative 

support to the EU Election Observation Missions and assisting governments in the enfranchisement of internally displaced persons.  
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Much of TRD’s work is performed using the community stabiliza-

tion approach, including peacebuilding, resilience and recovery. 

Community stabilization focuses on the process that addresses 

open or latent drivers of conflict and fragility, which negatively im-

pact on the capacities of communities to co-exist in a mutually 

beneficial way. The aim is to restore social cohesion between com-

munities and the social contract between local authorities and the 

population. It includes creating the conditions for communities to 

address their grievances and tensions through dialogue, cooperation 

and mutual support, collaborate with governments, civil society 

groups and traditional leaders based on trust and confidence, and 

to restore both collective and individual agency to recover from 

crisis and become more resilient to future shocks. The ultimate goal 

of community stabilization is to contribute to preventing, mitigating 

and reducing the drivers and negative effects of displacement,  

irregular and return migration related to human-made and/or natu-

rally induced crises. Specific programming that uses this approach 

may include community violence reduction (CVR), community  

policing (CP), and community-based planning. 

IOM supports a diverse peacebuilding portfolio designed to pre-

vent, manage and resolve conflict as a driver of displacement and 

obstacle to return and reintegration. Peacebuilding projects work at 

multiple levels of society including at the individual, communal or 

societal/institutional level, and may include addressing physical,  

social, and structural impediments to peace and conflict manage-

ment. This work involves initiatives that can occur during ongoing 

conflict or as part of preventive work and are often an integral part 

of post-conflict reconstruction and rehabilitation work. Activities 

may include, but are not limited to, reconciliation, community vio-

lence reduction, community-policing, security sector reform, im-

proved access to justice, human security, institution building, and 

political and economic transformation specifically intended to re-

duce or mitigate drivers of conflict.  

The successful reintegration of former combatants is recognized 

as a key factor in successful peacebuilding that addresses the need 

for immediate security and longer-term recovery in the transition 

from war to peace. IOM supports DDR efforts by focusing princi-

pally on successful reintegration that helps former combatants to 

transition to civilian life, and that supports communities to recov-

er, absorb and support returning former fighters and other con-

flict affected populations. In contexts of ongoing conflict, IOM 

supports civilian governments to develop nationally owned, 

whole-of-government strategies that help organize and focus 

intergovernmental capacities to support reintegration and peace 

building. Through socio-economic recovery, social cohesion pro-

gramming and a broad array of peacebuilding interventions that 

contribute to the restoration of trust and build confidence, IOM’s 

efforts support reconciliation at the national and community level, 

preventing or mitigating future violent conflict. Direct assistance 

to former combatants and to surrounding communities may 

include health services, psychosocial assistance, livelihoods assis-

tance, social cohesion activities and reconciliation among other 

needs defined by the context. 

At their roots, displacement and violent extremism are transna-

tional phenomena, often emerging from common sets of social 

challenges and drivers in fragile and crisis-affected contexts. Vio-

lent extremism is itself also a growing cause of displacement 

globally. Within IOM’s peacebuilding portfolio, PVE programmes 

address underlying drivers, motivations and vulnerabilities to vio-

lent extremism that may arise in contexts of marginalization, 

exclusion, human rights violations, social isolation, exposure to 

radical ideologies, lack of livelihood opportunities and defection 

from armed groups. Recognizing that vulnerability in itself is in-

sufficient to explain why some people choose to join violent 

extremist groups, the Organization has tailored its prevention 

and reintegration programmes to address structural motivators, 

enabling factors, and individual incentives that generate contextu-

al susceptibility to violent extremism. These programmes are 

informed by robust context analyses and are tailored to local 

circumstances, with an emphasis on improved relations between 

government and citizens, community-based prevention ap-

proaches for youth-at-risk, assistance for returnees, and commu-

nity projects with psychosocial dimensions. PVE takes place 

across IOM’s programmatic areas of assistance, including as part 

of conflict prevention, post-facto DDR effort, migration manage-

ment and assistance, and durable solutions.  
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