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4 What is the AVRR program?

Implemented for four decades by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration (AVRR) programme provides humanitarian, administrative, logistical, and financial support to migrants 
in a vulnerable situation in order to voluntarily return to their country of origin. 

Since 2005, thousands of stranded migrants who wish to return to their country are supported under the AVRR 
programme in Morocco. Also, hundreds of Moroccans who return voluntarily are assisted towards a sustainable 
reintegration.

The AVRR program is based on seven key principles: 

1Among many others: Association de Lutte contre le SIDA (ALCS), Association Tissaghnasse pour la Culture et le Développement (ASTICUDE), Association Bayti, Association Maroc 
Solidarité Médico-Sociale (MS2), Association Marocaine de Planification Familiale (AMPF), Progettomondo, etc.

WHO ARE THE AVRR IMPLEMENTATION PARTNERS 
IN MOROCCO?

As Morocco is a country of origin, transit, and destination, IOM Morocco implements the AVRR programme in close 
collaboration with the Moroccan Government, particularly the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
African Cooperation, and Moroccan Expatriates, and the diplomatic representations of countries of origin or 
reception of assisted migrants. 

This programme supports the Moroccan Government’s migration management strategies. Accordingly, IOM supports 
the implementation of efficient migration policies in Morocco by, for example, participating in the steering committees 
and sub-committees of the National Immigration and Asylum Strategy (SNIA), which includes the «return migration» 
component among the cross-cutting programmes.

IOM has also developed an extensive network of partnerships with international organizations active in Morocco, 
non-governmental organizations1 and specialists in legal, medical or research fields. This network of partners continues 
to grow thanks to the Migrant Orientation Points and IOM consultants in various cities in Morocco (Casablanca, Oujda, 
Khouribga, El Kelaâ des Sraghna, etc.).

WHAT IS THE ASSISTED VOLUNTARY RETURN AND 
REINTEGRATION (AVRR) PROGRAMME?

Voluntariness Migrant-centered 
response

Safety

Sustainability of 
reintegration

Confidentiality Dialogue and 
partnerships

Evidence-based 
programming

©
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Son of a Guinean father and a Sierra Leonean mother, Ousmane had a 
serious accident in Guinea, at the age of 44, which radically changed the 
course of his life and forced him to stay in Morocco: « I was admitted to 
the hospital in Rabat... The doctors told me they had no choice 
but to amputate my leg. I was devastated at that moment! ». Six 
months later, he was operated and « from then on, I had to stay in 
Morocco to receive the necessary care that followed the surgery! ».

Thereafter, Ousmane struggled to find a job in Morocco and stay. He 
initially approached the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), but as he was not eligible for refugee status, he 
was advised to contact IOM to request voluntary return.

IOM Morocco continued to provide health, shelter, and food assistance 
until he became able to return to Guinea, where he was also assisted in 
finding accommodation and reviving an income-generating activity.

For many Filipinos, working abroad is one of the ways to help their 
families and improve their living status in the Philippines. Many 
expatriate workers experience not only the advantages, but also the 
disadvantages of working abroad, especially those who work without 
proper documentation.

This statement is true for Jermelyn. She decided to work abroad to 
help her family and support the education of her 2 children. Jermelyn 
worked in Kuwait as a domestic help for a Moroccan family for seven 
months and accompanied them to Morocco. When the pandemic hit 
in 2020, the family returned to Kuwait, leaving Jermelyn in Morocco 
without proper documentation. She was first assisted by the Filipino 
community and an NGO in Morocco who referred her to IOM for 
return assistance.  

After reuniting, Jermelyn began planning her reintegration activity with 
IOM Philippines’ support. She eventually decided to establish a piggery 
farming and a rice retail business in her area. The income from her 
project was used to provide for her family’s basic needs. 

« It’s not easy to make money », she says as her patience has been 
tested. Her piggery project has taken time and effort, but she is very 
proud because even before going abroad, her dream was to have her 
own livelihood activity.

Voluntary return assistance is essential for migrants who find themselves 
stranded in a host or transit country, just as much as reintegration 
assistance as it contributes to provide the resources they need to 

 WITH THE HELP OF IOM, I

 SUCCEEDED IN OVERCOMING

MY DISABILITY

 YOU HAVE TO PUT EFFORT

 AND LEARN EVERY LITTLE BIT

 ABOUT THE BUSINESS TO MAKE

IT SUSTAINABLE

reintegrate into their communities of origin and meet 
their needs and those of their loved ones.

Ousmane during a counselling session in Rabat @
Hicham El Asri/IOM Morocco

Jermelyn is now devoted to her reintegration project in the 
Philippines ©IOM

STORIES OF MIGRANT BENEFICIARIES OF THE AVRR 
FROM MOROCCO 

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
Annual Report 2022



6 Assisted Voluntary Returns from Morocco

ASSISTANCE FOR VOLUNTARY RETURN FROM MOROCCO

WHAT ARE THE STEPS OF THE AVRR PROGRAMME FROM MOROCCO?

Since 2005, IOM Morocco has offered an alternative to more than 18 000 migrants in vulnerable situation to return, 
in a dignified and safe manner, to their countries of origin from Morocco through the Assisted Voluntary Return 
and ReintegrationProgramme. Once back in their countries of origin, IOM continues to assist migrants by accompanying 
them towards the sustainable reintegration in their communities. 

-  Arrival in country of origin 
-  Initial contact
-  Reception and assistance

-  Administrative support
-  Pre-departure assistance

-  Secured travel organization

8

3

6

-  Medical and 
psychosocial support

-  Counselling and orientation
-  Reintegration monitoring

1

2

-  Socio-professional orientation
-  Pre-departure training

4

57

-  Distribution of food 
and non-food items

- Reception and orientation

Reintegration is implemented in close collaboration with IOM Missions in countries of origin and their respective 
partners.

295

501
453

112
210

597

1 119 1 158

1 370

892

51

1 399

1 500 1 508

1 733

2 457

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 20222018 2019 2020

796

2 377

2021

Evolution of the number of migrants returning voluntarily to their country of origin from Morocco.
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COUNSELLING, ASSISTANCE AND RETURN

In 2022, 3 552 migrants (2 097 men, 916 women, 277 boys, and 262 girls) requested assistance for voluntary return.

IOM and its partners were able to organize the safe and dignified return of 2 457 of them (1 443 men, 616 women, 
207 boys, and 191 girls) to 26 countries of origin. The number of migrants assisted has slightly increased from 2021 
and has tripled compared to the numbers of migrants assisted in 2020. This increase is mainly due to the increase funds 
available in 2022 to meet the requests for voluntary return and to compensate the cumulative delays due to the mobility 
restrictions installed since 2020 to contain the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the individual interview and counselling sessions 
that were held with the beneficiaries, several vulnerability 
factors were identified. 

Depending on their vulnerabilities, beneficiaries enrolled 
in the voluntary return programme received pre-return 
assistance such as medical care, food and non-food items, 
accommodation, and support for administrative procedures. 
In 2022, a total of 9 626 humanitarian assistances were 
provided in close collaboration with IOM partners and 
national and local authorities.

IOM works closely with Moroccan and international partner organizations working with migrant population in different 
regions to ensure the identification, orientation and assistance of potential beneficiaries of the AVRR programme.  
The outreach and referral mechanisms in place are essential to provide timely and individualized assistance to the most 
vulnerable beneficiaries and ensure they return in safe and dignified conditions.

REFERALS TO PARTNERS

2 592
Food vouchers

5 472
Medical assistances

215
Accomodation assistances 

1 347
Non-food items

Breakdown of direct assistance by type.

Scan this QR code to 
watch an example 
of how the medical 
assistance is provided 
by one of IOM medical 

partners! 

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
Annual Report 2022

Distribution of vouchers, at IOM office in Rabat, to a migrant 
beneficiary of assisted voluntary return ©Amine Oulmekki/ IOM 
Morocco 



8 Profiles of beneficiaries of the AVRR Program in 2022

97% of the migrants 
returned to Africa

2% of the migrants 
returned to Asia

1% of the migrants returned 
to South America

Breakdown of returnees by country of origin and gender:

Country of Origin Women Men Total per country 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE 370 287 657

GUINEA 119 479 598

SENEGAL 65 302 367

CAMEROON 39 113 152

NIGERIA 69 77 146

MALI 7 110 117

CONGO 63 48 111

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 36 49 85

SUDAN - 47 47

GAMBIA - 46 46

BURKINA FASO 1 31 32

PHILIPPINES 20 3 23

GHANA 3 12 15

LIBERIA 1 9 10

SIERRA LEONE 4 5 9

SRI LANKA - 7 7

TOGO - 6 6

ARGENTINA 3 2 5

MADAGASCAR 3 2 5

CHAD - 4 4

GABON 2 2 4

GUINEA-BISSAU - 4 4

BENIN 1 1 2

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 1 1 2

NIGER - 2 2

EGYPT - 1 1

Total 807 1 650 2 457

PROFILES OF AVRR BENEFICIARIES IN 2022
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PROFILES OF AVRR BENEFICIARIES IN 2022
The majority of migrants who received assisted 
voluntary return were young men whose age 
varied between 19 and 35 years old and who 
returned alone to their countries of origin. 

While the ratio of men to women remained 
substantially unchanged since 2017 (three out 
of four beneficiaries were men), in 2022 IOM 
has seen an increase of 7% in the number 
of women willing to return. This could be 
explained by the increase in returns to Côte 
d’Ivoire, Congo, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and the Philippines, with a higher ratio of 
women.

In a survey administered to the beneficiaries after 
return, 97% of migrants interviewed declared 
that they were satisfied with the return 
and assistance provided by IOM and 97% of 
migrants stated that their specific needs were 
taken into account during the return. 

REASONS AND VULNERABILITY FACTORS

Various cumulative reasons motivated the beneficiaries’ decision to apply for assisted voluntary return. In fact, 61% of 
surveyed migrants declared that they returned because of lack of financial resources, making it impossible for 
them to maintain a sufficient level of subsistence in Morocco, while 15% said that they chose to return after 
not being able to continue their migration journey to their country of destination. This situation explains the 
pressing and urgent needs expressed during the preparation of the return, particularly regarding medical assistance, food 
assistance and accomodation..

Breakdown of returned beneficiaries by gender and age.

67% 33% 

0-10 years 19-35 years 36-65 years

3

1 506

531

11-18 years

352

+65 years

65

Unaccompanied Migrant Children 

Potential victims of human trafficking 

Elderly (60+) 

Beneficiaries with health needs 

15%

4% 1%

80%

In 97% of cases, the decision to return to the 
country of origin was taken by the beneficiaries 
rather quickly after arriving to Morocco (less than 
two years after their arrival to Morocco) due to their 
vulnerable situation.

IOM has established an intervention framework 
for migrants in a particular vulnerable situation 
(unaccompanied or separated children, migrants with 
health needs, potential victims of human trafficking) 
which allows to identify the risks linked to these 
vulnerabilities and adapt the response to better 
ensure the support and protection of these categories 
of migrants throughout the voluntary return process.

In 2022, the number of returns of unaccompanied or 
separated children has doubled thanks to a strengthened 
collaboration with diplomatic representations of 
countries of origin for the Best Interest Determination 
of the Child.

Vulnerability factors among migrants assisted in Morocco.

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
Annual Report 2022



10 Assistance for sustainable reintegration

ASSISTANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE REINTEGRATION
Reintegration is considered sustainable when returning migrants reach levels of economic self-sufficiency, social stability 
within their community of return and psychosocial well-being to cope with the levers of (re)migration. Returning 
migrants who have achieved sustainable reintegration are able to make migration decisions by choice rather than 
necessity.

Migrants who voluntarily return to countries covered by the “EU-IOM Joint Initiative for migrant protection and 
reintegration” receive a tailored support reintegration assistance whether it is individual, collective, or community-based. 
In 2022, 89% of returns from Morocco took place to one of these countries.

In 2022, 311 migrants (135 men and 112 women, 29 boys and 35 girls) who have benefited from voluntary return to 
other countries not covered by this initiative have received reintegration assistance funded by the AVRR programme 
in Morocco, and their reintegration plans are detailed as follows: 

6 Fishing and Livestock 
projects

4 Cosmetic and 
beauty projects

21 Vocational 
trainings

51 
Transportation 

projects 

7 Catering 
projects

70 Food and 
non-food grocery 

stores 

6 Housing 
assistances 

4 Multimedia projects

Breakdown of reintegration assistances provided.

22 Educational 
support

5 Service 
provision projects

144 Reintegration 
assistances provided 

in cash

Some returnees may combine several projects.

ENHANCED PRE-DEPARTURE ASSISTANCE: THE FORAS APPROACH
In 2022, 502 migrants (366 men and 136 women) registered to the AVRR programme attended pre-departure 
orientation sessions on reintegration challenges and opportunities in countries of origin delivered by IOM in Rabat, 
Casablanca and Oujda.

During last year, 217 migrants (171 men and 46 women) attended at least one pre-departure short training on 
personal development and entrepreneurship and commercialization aiming at strengthening beneficiaries’ technical 
and motivational skills and strengthen their chance for a sustainable reintegration in their countries of origin.

IOM Morocco has continued to use and share with relevant IOM missions and partners the information and training 
materials developed in 2021. These include a capitalization manual, a personal development guide, an entrepreneurship 
and marketing manual as well as 4 videos to ensure the sustainability of the pre-departure approach.

Capitalization manual Personal development guide Entrepreneurship guide Information videos

https://morocco.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl936/files/documents/manuel-de-capitalisation-100322-vd_0.pdf
https://morocco.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl936/files/documents/guide-developpement-personnel-forasii.pdf
https://morocco.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl936/files/documents/manuel-ec-100322-vd.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icDSW1zj4SA&list=PLTPk-68F4xv40jrokamjNxtPYMNpYzYbCB&index=2&t=22s


11

Registration of a migrant to the voluntary return programme in Morocco ©Amine Oulmakki/IOM Morocco

REINTEGRATION OF MOROCCAN RETURNEES IN MOROCCO
Since the start of the reintegration program in 2005, more than 2 100 Moroccan returnees have been assisted by IOM 
Morocco and its partners, with more than 500 in a very vulnerable situation. The assisted Moroccans returned from more 
than 25 countries on all continents.  

WHAT ARE THE STEPS OF THE AVRR PROGRAMME TO MOROCCO?

4

53

2

1

Exchange of information 
between IOM in host country 

and IOM Morocco

Counseling and 
orientation

Family tracing and collection 
of information

Support in implementation of a 
reintegration project

Monitoring visit

The five stages of the reintegration procedure for Moroccan returnees.

RESSETLEMENT PROGRAMME 
Resettlement is an international protection tool that responds 
to the specific needs of refugees and other vulnerable persons. 
Resettlement is also a durable solution for refugees and a 
demonstration of international solidarity and responsibility-sharing 
with those countries hosting large numbers of refugees. It gives a 
chance to restart their lives to a large number of people who would 
otherwise have no home or country to call home.   

In Morocco, IOM works closely with UNHCR, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, African Cooperation and Moroccan Expatriates 
and the consular representations of the host countries. This 
support focuses mainly on the follow-up of medical examinations 
before travel, the organization of cultural orientation sessions to 
facilitate the integration of refugees in their host country as well 
as the organization and implementation of the movement which 
includes transport within the country and international transport.  

Since 2011, IOM Morocco has facilitated more than 430 
resettlement operations in the following countries:

Host Country

Canada 

France 

Sweden 

The Netherlands 

Norway 

Danemark 

Finland 

Germany 

United States of America

Spain 

Iceland 

Portugal 

Number of refugees 
received 

326 

36 

33 

9 

9 

8 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
Annual Report 2022



12 Profiles of Moroccans returning in 2022

In addition, it was noted that the 
beneficiaries assisted are mainly located 
in the regions of Rabat-Salé-Kénitra, 
Casablanca-Settat and Beni-Mellal-
Khénifra.  

91% 

9% 0-18 years 19-35  years 36-60 years

10

164

42

Breakdown of beneficiaries by gender and age.

Rabat-Salé-Kénitra

Casablanca-Settat

Beni-Mellal-Khénifra

Fès-Meknès 

63

52

23 

Souss-Massa 21

18

Breakdown of beneficiaries by region.

PROFILES OF MOROCCAN RETURNEES IN 2022

In 2022, 639 Moroccan returned voluntarily to 
Morocco. The number of returnees has significantly 
increased in 2022, due to the socio-economic crisis in 
Europe as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
current events such as the war in Ukraine, and the 
lifting of COVID-19 related movement restrictions in 
Morocco. 

304

350

464

639

2017 20222018 2019 2020

264
256

2021

Evolution of number of Moroccans returning to 
Morocco. 

In 2022, 216 Moroccan returnees (193 men, 18 
women, two girls and three boys) received reintegration 
assistance. Return and reintegration trends have gradually 
expanded beyond the European Union countries, 
especially with the increase in the number of returns from 
Türkiye (+5 229%) and Tunisia (+25%) compared to 2021 
figures. IOM expects that this upward trend will continue 
over the next years.

Host Country Women Men Total

Türkiye 12 87 99

Tunisia 1 48 49

Germany 1 21 22

Bosnia 2 11 13

Belgium 2 5 7

Spain 1 6 7

Bulgaria - 6 6

Serbia - 5 5

Greece - 3 3

Kosovo - 2 2

Switzerland 1 1 2

Malta - 1 1

Total 20 196 216
Breakdown of assisted beneficiaries with reintegration 

by host country and gender.

In 2022, 76% of the Moroccans assisted were between 
the ages of 18 and 39 years old. 9% of beneficiaries were 
women. 83% of assisted Moroccans spent less than 12 
months abroad before seeking assistance for voluntary 
return. 

Among the 216 Moroccans assisted in 2022, seven 
were in situations of increased vulnerability. These 
migrants (one victim of trafficking, one elderly person, 
and five people with special medical needs) received 
special protection and assistance measures before and 
upon their arrival in Morocco.
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ASSISTANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE REINTEGRATION

The work with the Moroccan returnees is guided by the 
principles of the sustainable reintegration approach, 
developed by IOM in 2017. The goal of this approach is 
to address, in a comprehensive manner, the needs of the 
beneficiaries at economical, social and psychosocial level, 
while considering the community context to which they 
return.

The reintegration assistance to Moroccan 
returnees is a process that begins prior 
to return through coordination with host 
countries:  

• Organization of virtual sessions with potential returnees.  

•  Exchange of information concerning the economic and 
social context in Morocco.  

•  Study of the feasibility of the reintegration plans 
developed by the host country missions.  

• Family assessment. 

Once the return takes place, the beneficiary contacts the 
IOM office based in Rabat or the case managers based 
in the regions of Casablanca-Settat, Beni Mellal Khenifra 
and Marrakech-Safi to start the counseling sessions and 
support the beneficiary to implement its reintegration 
plan.  

In 2022, IOM has been able to provide reintegration 
assistance in three different areas of intervention:  

Economic assistance, through:  

-  The payment of cash assistance after return to meet 
the most urgent needs (in 2022, 183 people benefited 
from this assistance).

-   The setup of income-generating activities (IGA) 
to ensure a stable and durable income (in 2022, IOM 
financed 154 IGAs). 

-   Vocational training to enable returnees to meet the 

requirements of the labor market. To this end, IOM has 
organized two training sessions on entrepreneurship 
and marketing for 17 beneficiaries.  

-  The set-up and implementation of collective projects, 
grouping two or more returnees. 

Social assistance, through:  

-  Rent and temporary housing assistance.  

-  Payment of school fees.

-  Support to facilitate access to health and legal services.

In 2022, 11 Moroccan returnees received housing 
assistance, 30 received support from legal services to 
obtain identity papers or other documents, 12 were 
assisted in obtaining legal status (self-entrepreneur 
card/cooperative status), and 27 were referred to 
various organizations for training or material support 
(including the German Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (AHK), the INDH youth platforms, and the 
National Union of Women in Morocco (UNFM))

Psychosocial assistance, through:  

-   The organization of individual, family, or community 
activities. 

-  Community based support through the mentoring 
approach. 

-  Psychological or psychotherapeutic counseling sessions.

In this context, IOM organized three collective 
psychosocial support workshops in Casablanca and 
Marrakech for 37 Moroccan returnees. These workshops 
allowed the participants to discuss and exchange on 
their migration experiences and their different stories 
of reintegration in Morocco, to establish new links with 
people having the same experience as them and to 
establish a relationship of cohesion and belonging to the 
community of return.  

Cash payement

Medical assistance

Social assistance 

Psychoscial assistance 

Income-generating activities  
40%

33%

17%

8%

2%

Breakdown by type of reintegration assistance.

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
Annual Report 2022



14 Reintegration for sustainable development

To guarantee the sustainability of the reintegration, follow-up visits were carried out after the implementation of the 
reintegration plan. During these visits, 96% of the beneficiaries interviewed stated that they were satisfied with 
the assistance they received from IOM and 90% stated that the support of their entourage was crucial in their 
reintegration process. 

REINTEGRATION ASSISTANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Some reintegration assistances provided by IOM were aimed to encourage agroecology projects, taking into 
consideration a long-term approach to rural and sustainable development in Morocco. Through this initiative, IOM is 
optimizing the link between migration and development.  

In this context, five agroecology projects have been implemented, one of them being a community project. 

 THERE ARE NO WORDS TO

 DESCRIBE MY RELATIONSHIP

 WITH SOIL, I CONSIDER IT AS A

SECOND MOTHER

Othmane Belabsir

When Othmane Belabsir is offered the opportunity to migrate to improve his financial situation, he chooses to try this new 
adventure with the help of his father’s loan and starts the journey towards Libya full of hope for the future.

Unfortunately, this adventure takes a terrible turn when he finds himself trapped by a group of criminals. He is, then, taken in a 
small boat with hundreds of passengers. Rescued by the Red Cross, and taken to IOM, it seemed like life gave a second chance 
to Othmane.

Shortly after his arrival in Morocco, the Case Manager in Khouribga reached Othmane regarding his reintegration assistance. The 
economic assistance provided by IOM enabled him to start a micro-business.

Even though Othmane’s dream to migrate did not go as planned, his return to Morocco offered him an opportunity for a new 
beginning. Thanks to the assistance he received, Othmane started cattle breeding, he also invested his efforts in the realization of 
a community project which consists of digging a well and building a fountain.

This new project not only improved the watering of olive trees and fields, but it also enabled the families nearby to have access 
to drinking water in Douar Ait Ammar. The building of the fountain is particularly important considering the drought in this area. 
Othmane is aware of the treasures offered by the soil and is invested in this activity. Thanks to his dedication, he is now subsisting 
to his family’s needs and contributing to his community’s sustainable development.

Othmane Belabsir, a Moroccan returnee residing in Boukhlef who benefited from 
the support of the EU-IOM Joint Initiative for the Protection and Reintegration of 
migrants in North Africa ©Beyond Borders Media.
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COORDINATION WITH KEY REINTEGRATION ACTORS  

At national level, a large number of different actors work for the reintegration of Moroccan returnees which can present 
challenges and potential duplications around the provision of reintegration assistance. In this sense, the IOM has sought 
to establish a Reintegration Working Group to facilitate technical coordination between these associative organizations 
and international cooperation working in the assistance, protection and reintegration of Moroccan returnees.

The main goal of the Reintegration Working Group is to encourage synergies between the actors to meet the 
expectations and needs of the target population, based on a coordinated approach of the reintegration assistance to 
Moroccan returnees, that will enable the use of available resources, avoid duplications, guarantee a holistic and sustainable 
reintegration, and facilitate the exchange of good practice and lessons learned.

During 2022, IOM also organized several national and regional workshops around the topic of return and reintegration 
that brought together different institutional actors, development agencies, and civil society actors from Morocco and the 
MENA region. These workshops were an opportunity to reflect on the existing ecosystem of reintegration services in the 
Moroccan context and how stakeholders can contribute to its strengthening for a sustainable reintegration.

Moreover, IOM organized in December 2022 an exchange visit to Guinea with the participation of a Moroccan 
delegation composed of representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation African and Moroccans Expatriates, 
Entraide Nationale and IOM. This exchange visit to Conakry aimed to strengthen cooperation and the exchange 
of experiences around the management of voluntary returns and the provision of reintegration assistance of 
migrants between state actors and its partners working for the reintegration of migrants returning to Morocco 
and Guinea. The Moroccan delegation expressed on this occasion that “this exchange visit was very positive because it 
made it possible to inquire about the coordination work between the IOM and its state partners for the management of 
the voluntary return and the reintegration of migrants”.

Meeting of the Moroccan Delegation with the Guinean Minister for the Promotion of Women, Children and Vulnerable Persons ©IOM Guinea
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This programme offered the possibility of a dignified, safe, and voluntary return (and assistance for a sustainable reintegration in some 
instances) to 4 600 vulnerable migrants in Morocco. Moreover, 275 returning Moroccans received assistance for a sustainable reintegration 
through individual, collective (grouping several beneficiaries) or community-based projects (involving members of the community of 
return). Finally, the programme allowed the organization of capacity building activities for the benefit of national actors on issues related 
to voluntary return, reintegration and assistance to vulnerable groups of migrants.

Ce programme régional (pays de l’Afrique, le Moyen Orient et l’Asie) va permettre la facilitation du retour volontaire de plus de 1.000 
migrant-e-s se trouvant actuellement au Maroc dans une situation de vulnérabilité. Parmi eux, 25 migrant-e-s vont recevoir un soutien 
à la réintégration dans leurs pays d’origine en assurant la complémentarité entre ce programme et les autres initiatives en cours. Enfin, 
COMPASS va permettre l’organisation d’activités de renforcement de capacités et d’échange d’expérience à l’échelle internationale entre 
les différents acteurs impliqués.

“The EU — IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration in North Africa”

With the support of the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa

COMPASS – Cooperation on Migration and Partnerships to Achieve Sustainable Solutions 

With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The Netherlands

FOCUS ON VARIOUS PROGRAMMES
Since its launch, the AVRR programme has been implemented thanks to the precious support of various donors including the Kingdom 
of Morocco. The involvement of several donors in the AVRR programme guarantees its continuity and lays the basis for international 
cooperation between involved actors. 
Some specific programmes support this effort:   

 
The International Organization for Migration

n°11 rue Aït Ourir, « Pinède », Souissi, Rabat - Maroc - Tel : +212 (0)5 37 65 28 81 / Fax : +212 (0)5 37 75 85 40
Email : iomoroccoavrr@iom.int - https://morocco.iom.int

The assisted voluntary return and reintegration (AVRR) programme is implemented with 
the financial support of several donors: 

FORAS II – Strengthening reintegration opportunities

With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Germany

In continuation of its first phase, the project FORAS II aimed to strengthen the economic, social and psychosocial reintegration of migrants 
enrolled in the AVRR program in Morocco. The project was able to provide pre-return awareness and orientation sessions for more than 
4 000 migrants and more than 800 migrants were able to benefit from pre-return personal development and entrepreneurship trainings in 
order to strengthen their motivation and technical capacities and thus increase their chances of successful reintegration in their countries of 
origin. This second phase is part of a regional programme “Strengthening the stabilization and cohesion of migrant communities in Egypt, 
Morocco, Algeria and countries of return”.

www.facebook.com/IOMMorocco/ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2rguSQ1nBE777AA-nOq5oQ

This project contributes to strengthening the economic reintegration of Moroccans returning from Germany, through the development 
of auto-entrepreneurial activities and/or professional integration. The project will allow 55 returnees to participate in a training on 
entrepreneurship and marketing to allow for the set up self-entrepreneurial projects that will contribute to their sustainable reintegration.

Reintegration assistance for Moroccans returning from Germany (ARMA Project)
With the support of Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH –
The German agency for international cooperation


